
L   
    
A  
    
 O
    
   S

OF9
wA 30 

Da
y P
ray
er 
Gu
ide



9



1Copyright 2013

Permission is granted to photocopy pages of this prayer guide 
for the purpose of prayer. For any other purposes, prior consent 
must be obtained from: pray4theso@gmail.com 

Pictures courtesy of theindieimage.com, junshien.com & personal 
archives.

The wThe writings in this book were put together by a team of 
eclectic workers passionate about reaching the So. Specific 
names and locations have been changed in order to protect 
others.



Laos is a country that has often gone unnoticed. One could almost 
say that it’s been forgotten. But today is a new day. Today we will 
remember Laos.

Of all the countries in Southeast Asia, Laos is the poorest and least 
developed.  It is isolated, untouched and beautifully diverse with over 
148 ethno-linguistic people groups. This accounts for 6.5 million 
rresidents.  

The Lao Kingdom of “a million elephants” was created by King Fa 
Ngum in the 14th century. By the late 1800’s, Laos was colonized by 
France. In 1945, the U.S. entered Laos during the American-Vietnam 
War. However, on December 2nd, 1975, Lao communist forces, 
supported by Vietnam, declared independence and established the 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic (Lao P.D.R).  Laos is now one of the 
ffive remaining communist countries in the world.
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During the American- Vietnam war, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) launched a secret campaign dropping over 260 million bombs 
on communist forces. Many bombs did not immediately explode and 
these oft-hidden detonations still cause casualties today. Additionally, 
CIA operatives used missionary work as a plausible cover for their 
entrance into the country. Because of this, Christianity has 
ununfortunately been seen as a tool of foreign governments (especially 
of the U.S.) to strategically undermine the stability of the Lao P.D.R.

Throughout the country, Christians are regularly persecuted in both 
political and social arenas. Persecution from the government occurs 
in a variety of ways, including: time in jail, kidnapping, unfairly 
repossessing land and property, and refusing to promote in the 
workplace. Within families and communities, intense cultural, religious, 
and social pand social pressure is put on those who commit to following Jesus.

Laos is very slowly opening up to the Western world. The economy, 
trade, infrastructure and tourism are growing. More importantly, the 
Church is growing as the Kingdom of God advances. More people 
are remembering Laos.
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WHO ARE THEY?

The So people are descendants of some of the original tribes of mainland Southeast Asia. They 
speak a Mon-Khmer language and have a distinct culture and worldview. Other names for the So 
include: Mangkong, Kha So, So Tri and Lao Teung. These people are subsistence agricultural 
farmers and most live below the poverty line. The So are devoted Animists who worship ancestors 

and spirits. They have many superstitions and ceremonies.

WHERE DO THEY LIVE?

Today the So live in the same region in Laos as they did thousands of years ago, with the 
exception of an additional group of So living in Northeast Thailand (40,000).  Our research 

indicates approximately 60,000 So people in the provinces of Khammoune and 
Savannakhet in central Laos.

HOW MANY FOLLOW JESUS?

As of 2013, there are about 70-75 So believers located in Laos and about 25-30 in 
Thailand. Of the total So population, only 0.05 percent follow Jesus. They are classified as 

an Unreached People Group (UPG). 



I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people…This is good, and pleases God 
our Savior, who wants all people to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

1 Timothy 2:1-4

FOR HIS GLORY AND RENOW N,
YOUR FELLOW PRAYER WARRIORS

This 30-day prayer guide was created to introduce you to the So 
people of Laos. We encourage you to use it in as many different ways 
as you possibly can.

Commit to 30 days of prayer. Take a few minutes each morning or 
evening and read one page. You can pray through it during your 
personal time with God or use it with a spouse, friend, or coworker.  
Use it in small gUse it in small groups, prayer groups, or during family devotions.  
When you’re finished, pass it on to someone else until it is completely 
worn out!
 
The work to reach the nations begins with prayer and is sustained by 
it. Your partnership is essential in breaking down strongholds.  It allows 
for workers in the field to move with confidence, find hearts that have 
been pbeen prepared by the Spirit, and preach the Gospel unabashedly, 

Join the vision. Let’s ask God for a movement of reproducing churches 
among the So people . . . simply because He is worthy.
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Pray that the Kingdom  of God 
would come to the So and reign 
forever among their people. 

The So people along with other small indigenous tribes, have lived in 
isolation for centuries. Their histories have mostly been influenced by 
whichever major kingdom was ruling at the time. 

The first kingdom to which these tribes paid homage was the mighty 
Khmer empire who dominated much of Southeast Asia in the early centuries 
A.D. As the Khmer power during the 16th century began to decline, 
TTai-speaking tribes began to push the So out of the best lands.

In the late 18th century, Chao Anou, the Lao king of Vientiane, 
unsuccessfully attempted to rebel against its ruler, the Kingdom of Siam 
(Thailand). This failed uprising caused major repercussions for the city of 
Vientiane and the thousands of indigenous peoples under its influence, 
including the So tribe. 

In response to the threat of losing power, Siam forcibly relocated tens of 
thousands of people fthousands of people from the east bank of the Mekong River to what is 
now known as Northeast Thailand. (Depopulating a region was a common 
wartime practice of the day.) The remaining So in Laos, who were not 
relocated, are now spread throughout Khammoune and Savannakhet 
Province - the primary residence of the So tribe today.

“Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:3)
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Pray for the W ord of God to come 
into the lives of the So, both in Laos and Thailand 

- and that they would be eager to 
not only hear but also believe and obey.

After being relocated by the armies of Siam in the 1800’s the Thai 
So have long since settled and made Thailand their home.  The 
Thai So have retained much of their language, culture, and oral 
histories. Today they live in relative comfort compared to their 
ancestral brothers and sisters in underdeveloped Laos. Historically, 
the Thai So have been resistant to the Gospel.

In the paIn the past, a series of evangelistic story booklets were created in 
the So language using the Thai script. These were distributed to 
thousands of So who enthusiastically accepted them, although 
very few came to faith.  

Currently, there is one So Church in Northeast Thailand comprising 
about 25-30 faithful believers. Also, nearby, there is a small team 
working on translating the Bible into the So language. The 
transltranslation is being done using the Thai script for the So in 
Thailand.

Yet a time is coming and 
has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the 
Father in the Spirit and in truth,
 for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks.

John 4:23John 4:23
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Pray that all who come to faith 
will be obedient to the Lord in 
baptism and allow His Holy 

Spirit to transform  their lives.

Missionaries with New Tribes Mission were some of the first to arrive in Northeast Thailand 
to share Jesus with the Thai So. In faith they lived among the people, learned the 
language, and labored for the Gospel.

One rainy day, two men found themselves stuck in mud on a remote jungle road with no 
way to pull their vehicle out. So they waited. Out of the surrounding jungle appeared So 
tribesmen dressed in nothing but the traditional scarf around their waist. 

One maOne man, whom they later learned was named Naiso, approached and asked, “What are 
you doing here?” 

“We have come to tell the So people about the One who made the world and everything 
in it,” responded the missionaries.

Without hesitation Naiso said, “I’ve looked at the stars and have often wondered where 
they come from. Will you teach me?” 

Naiso was baptized in 1969 in a small puddle of knee-deep water filled with leeches. He 
wwas one of the first Thai So believers. This was God’s appointed time. He was His first fruits. 
The task is not yet complete. There are many more that belong to Him.

Today in Laos there are 55-60 known baptized believers among the So. Most have been 
baptized recently, and more will soon be. We celebrate with the ones who have publically 
declared their commitment to Jesus! We know that this is just the beginning of a greater 
harvest to come.  

Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:38Acts 2:38
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Praise God for all the pioneers who 
have gone before us. Pray for the 
current team to persevere and see 
more breakthroughs among the So.

In 1969, the dusty streets of a tiny town in Central Laos, called Thakeak, saw the 
arrival of two single women from Overseas Missionary Fellowship. They came to sow 
the Gospel among the So.  

The women would sit under trees and explain the Gospel in Lao, using posters and 
recordings in So. They also did medical work to treat common diseases. One of these 
workers recalls a response they would often receive, “What you teach is very good, 
bbut it cannot be for us.  We are So and cannot leave the ways of our ancestors or 
the spirits that our parents worshipped.”

Hearts were hardened. Minds were darkened. The spirits kept them in bondage. 
Spiritual oppression was especially intense during full moons on the third lunar month 
when demons would come and possess the So women. The work of the women was 
only sustained through intense prayer. 

Breakthrough came when God delivered an opium addict to become the first So 
belibeliever in Laos. His zeal led to the conversion of several other families, including a 
spirit medium.  

In 1975, Communist forces declared victory in Laos, bringing an end to the American-
Vietnam War. All missionary workers departed, leaving behind less than a dozen So 
believers. It would take another 33 years before the work among the So in Laos would 
continue.

The Lord is my light and 
my salvation—whom shall 
I fear?The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life—of 
whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 27:1
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